Portage and Torch Lakes
Houghton County, Michigan
Size = Portage = 10,808 acres, Torch = 2,400 acres

Lake Map
Public Access Information

MDNR personnel, Nathan Skop with a Portage Lake Fisheries Technician, Pat O’'Neill with a Lake Sturgeon caught in
Northern pike. Photo by Pat O’'Neill, MDNR. Portage Lake. Photo by Patrick Hanchin, MDNR.

Survey Summary
Surveyed April 2007 through March 2008
Effort: 46 trap-net lifts, 443 fyke-net lifts, and 1 electrofishing run

Species Total catch Length range (in) Average length (in)
Brown bullhead 15,402 1.8-12.5 7.8
Walleye 5,699 9.5-30.7 20.9
White sucker 5,297 3.0-22.2 16.3
Northern pike 1,965 8.2-44.1 23.5
Redhorse sucker spp. 1,958 13.4-25.6 20.5
Silver redhorse 1,229 12.8-25.0 20.5
Smelt 1,220 3.0-10.5 5.1
Yellow perch 944 3.1-11.7 6.2
Pumpkinseed 900 2.0-8.7 4.4
Trout perch 762 2.0-4.2 34
Rock bass 650 1.8-11.2 6.3
Black crappie 521 2.8-13.3 10.1
Golden shiner 469 2.9-6.0 3.9
Shorthead redhorse 143 7.4-24.3 19.2
Eurasian ruffe 103 3.0-9.1 4.6
Smallmouth bass 87 2.5-21.1 16.0
Longnose sucker 80 12.0-20.0 15.8

Common shiner 51 3.0-5.7 3.9


http://terraserver.microsoft.com/map.aspx?t=1&s=16&lon=-88.521652&lat=47.113598&w=600&h=400&opt=0&f=Tahoma,Verdana,Arial&fs=8&fc=ffffff99
http://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/mrbis/matchlake.asp?lakename=portage+lake

Round whitefish 46 7.0-15.6 12.2

Burbot 42 8.7-38.5 17.7
Rainbow trout 37 5.5-28.0 12.9
Bluegill 35 3.1-10.9 5.4
Spottail shiner 23 3.2-4.8 3.7
Sea lamprey 18 8.0-2035 15.3
Mottled sculpin 16 2.6-4.4 3.5
Central mudminnow 15 3.4-4.5 4.1
Creek chub 13 4.0 4.0
Alewife 9 3.2-4.8 4.1
Lake herring 8 10.8-13.7 12.7
Black bullhead 8 9.0-11.5 10.5
Brook trout 8 4.3-10.5 7.6
Largemouth bass 7 9.7-16.1 11.9
Common carp 6 5.0-33.0 24.7
Coho salmon 4 4.1-20.8 10.6
Brown trout 3 6.8-30.8 15.0
Sturgeon 3 24.0-47.8 32.4
Bluntnose minnow 1 3.5 3.5

Detailed information on abundance, growth, and mortality of walleyes and northern pike in
Portage Lake will be available soon.



